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Welcome to this introduction to edTPA!  
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edTPA is a new requirement for teacher candidates in Illinois, and a significant development for the profession. 
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Presentation Notes
My name is Amee Adkins.  I am with the College of Education at Illinois State University, one of the first campuses to pilot the edTPA in Illinois.  



edTPA 

Overview 
What is it? 
Where did it come from? 
What does it do? 
What does it mean? 
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We will address four questions in about the next 10 minutes.What is edTPA?Where did it come from?What does it do?And what does it mean?



What is edTPA? 
 
A significant initiative 
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What is edTPA.  First, it’s a name, not an acronym.  edTPA refers to a new performance assessment of readiness to teach.  It had me at “performance assessment.”



edTPA:  Records of practice 

Featuring a  
learning segment  
(3-5 lessons/hours) 
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Candidates create a portfolio based on a focused sequence of instruction and submit various forms of evidence.



Documented with  
Evidence 
 

Candidate  
commentaries  
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edTPA:  Records of practice 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Their records of practice include candidate commentaries that identify and explain their instructional choices.



Documented with evidence 
 

Instructional artifacts  
including student work 
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edTPA:  Records of practice 
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They also include artifacts such as lesson plans and student work samples



Documented with evidence 
 

Video of  
teacher-student 
interaction  
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edTPA:  Records of practice 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Finally they provide visual evidence (brief video) of their interactions with students.



edTPA 

A significant initiative for our 
profession 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Let’s take a closer look at the aspects of instruction that are evaluated with edTPA.
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Presentation Notes
We’ll go into further depth as we move along, but this is a bird’s eye view of the 5 domains assessed with edTPA:  Planning, Instruction, Assessment, Academic  Language Support, and Analysis of Teaching. Note that the central focus for all 5 is student learning, the bottom line for effective instruction.Within these domains edTPA uses separate rubrics to examine candidate performance with respect to 15 specific constructs, which we will review next.



Planning 

Content  
understanding 
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The work for candidates is broken down into three tasks, the first of which is planning.It begins with planning for content understanding. The target is to plan learning objectives that convey meaningful content understanding, higher order thinking, and are aligned with standards.



Planning Support varied  
student learning needs   
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They also need to plan for varied student learning needs, because we know our students’ needs and assets vary.  For example, candidates can accommodate IEP/504 plans, adjust for English language learners, gifted students, struggling readers, or students who need more time.



Planning 
Using knowledge of  

students to inform  
teaching and learning 
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Related to this is the use of knowledge of one’s students’ strengths, needs AND assets to inform instructional planning.  What have they already learned that the lesson will extend?  What of the students’ experiences or interests might the candidate draw upon to achieve the targeted student learning?



Planning Identify and support language demands 
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Next we have planning to support the academic language demands.  And this is one that is a newer challenge to most of us.  We are so comfortable using the discourse of our own specialty area that we are prone to forget it’s something of a foreign language to some of our students.Think about how communication is different in an English Language Arts classroom and a science lab.  Paragraphs and prose to explicate a poem versus bullet points of direct observations.  I was always more comfortable in my English class.  And early in my teaching with biology ed majors, we were all frustrated by their struggles to interpret texts about the purpose of education.  The idea is that we need to be aware of and explicit about the language demands in order to make the content accessible. Language demands go beyond vocabulary.  We need to think about common conventions (paragraphs or tabulations) and means of communicating (essays, persuasive speech, or mathematical proofs) that students will use to demonstrate their understanding, and then provide appropriate scaffolding and support, such as sentence frames or graphic organizers.



Planning 
Planning assessments  

to support student learning 
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Finally, we look for intentional planning for assessments that will track student learning and provide useful feedback.



Instruction 

Learning  
environment 
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Presentation Notes
Task 2 is Instruction.  Candidates need to demonstrate that they can create a challenging and supportive learning environment.
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Instruction 

 

Engaging students in learning 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
They need evidence, especially in the video, of their ability to engage students in learning.  A perfectly crafted and executed lecture will NOT serve them well for the purposes of edTPA.  Rather they need to show students working together and with the candidate toward the intended learning outcome.



Instruction 

Deepening student learning 

19 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Their instruction also needs to demonstrate efforts to deepen student learning toward specified learning targets.



Instruction Subject specific pedagogy 
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This is where the single assessment, edTPA, demonstrates it’s subject-specific nature.  Each subject area has its own handbook, such as Secondary Science, or Elementary Mathematics, or Agricultural Education, and includes a rubric specific to that area’s pedagogy.  So, for example, in Secondary Science, the subject-specific pedagogy refers to facilitating students’ analysis of the evidence and/or data based on scientific inquiry.  You would expect to see students recording evidence in tables or some other graphical display, looking for patterns among that evidence, and analyzing those patterns to draw some conclusions.



Instruction Analyzing teaching  
effectiveness 
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Presentation Notes
As the last construct in the Instruction Task, candidates analyze their own teaching effectiveness. They identify what student learning needs they see in the video that were not addressed during instruction and to describe what changes they would make to their instruction to address these student learning needs if they could teach the lesson again.



Analysis of student learning  
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Assessment 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
And now we arrive at Task Three, Assessment.  First candidates demonstrate their ability to analyze patterns in student work samples with respect to the learning targets.



Assessment 

Feedback to guide  
     further learning  
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Presentation Notes
The work samples they analyze should demonstrate feedback on needs and strengths.



Assessment 

 Student use of feedback  
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Presentation Notes
Here’s another place where I think it gets really interesting.  Their feedback on work samples should go beyond “Check mark.  Looks good!” and should be OF USE to the students in their own learning.  This is another one that is pushing all of us, reminding us to give useful feedback instead of summary judgements.It has definitely had an effect on how I respond to candidate work.  Just recently I found myself commenting “good” along the margin and I stopped myself and changed it to “effective use of supportive details.”



Assessment 
Analyzing students  

language use  
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Presentation Notes
We return here to the domain of academic language use.  During the assessment task, candidates demonstrate how students have engaged in or struggled with academic language demands to develop content understanding.



Using assessment to  
inform instruction 
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Assessment 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The last aspect we look at in the assessment task is how the candidate is able to use assessment results to inform future instruction by discussing appropriate next steps in instruction.
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Just to bring it all back together.Bird’s eye view.Student learning is the central focus.



Where did edTPA 
come from? 
It takes a village.   
Or, a profession. 
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Presentation Notes
edTPA is the result of more than five years collaboration among teachers and teacher educators.  With that, we can claim it is OUR product, not something imposed on us.



Key partners 
 
SCALE 

 

AACTE 
 

CCSSO 
 

Evaluation Systems of Pearson (operational partner) 
 

Expert teachers and teacher education faculty from 
across the country 29 
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The Stanford Center for Learning, Assessment, and Equity has been the thought leader in this effort.  Professional associations like the American Association of Colleges for Teacher Education and the Chief State School Officials have also supported the development.  Pearson is the operational partner responsible for managing the scoring of portfolios.  Throughout we have drawn in expert teachers and teacher education faculty nationally to develop and revise the handbooks and rubrics across subject areas and to score candidate portfolios.



Working together over several years 

Theory of Action 
•Implement Prototype 
•Crowd Sourcing 
•User Feedback 
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The process for developing the current model of the edTPA started nearly 7 years ago.  CLICK The theory of action we used was to launch a prototype early CLICKand use a crowd sourcing strategy CLICK a call out to many to participate in an initial pilot “the smoke test” and a formal field test) and then gather a lot of user feedback CLICKfrom candidates, supervisors, and teacher educators to inform revisions.  That process helped us eliminate unnecessary or redundant prompts and refine the rubrics.



What does the 
edTPA do? 
Focus on student learning 
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Any good initiative needs to be able to point to the problem it’s helping to solve.



Shifting the definition of effective teaching 

From To 

 
Successfully delivering 
the curriculum 

 
“We got through 
the material.” 
 

 

 
 
Having a positive 
impact on student 
learning 
 

“How have I 
affected student 
learning?” 
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edTPA is helping us in teacher education to shift the definition of effective teaching, to really focus on how we impact student learning, instead of thinking about “covering a curriculum.”



Shifting the business of teacher preparation 

 License as entitlement 
for completing a 
curriculum 

 
 
“But I’ve always 
wanted to be a 
teacher.” 
 

 

An obligation to 
demonstrate the 
proficiency the 
curriculum intends 

 
“See, I can teach.” 
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From To 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
And it’s also shifting our understanding of the very business of teacher education.  Instead of licensure as a reward for completing the curriculum because “I’ve always wanted to be a teacher,” we’re better positioned to frame the path the licensure as an obligation to demonstrate competency for professional practice.



What does the 
edTPA mean? 
Effective instruction 
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We have found edTPA to be consistent with what we value in terms of effective instructional practice.



Features of effective instruction 

Teaching toward a worthwhile 
learning objective 
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Presentation Notes
Time is too precious for merely “fun activities.”  As we engage students, we need to teach toward a worthwhile learning objective.  Effective instruction demands strong learning objectives to guide us.



Features of effective instruction 
              Planning based on knowledge of students 

  
  

Student 

  
School 

Interests 

  
Outside 

of School 
Interests 

  
  

Social 
Skills 

  
In Class 

Behaviors 

Background: 
*Family 
*Culture 

*Socioeconomic 
*Religion 

  
Motivating 

Factors 

  
Strengths 

to Build On 

  
  

Challenges 

  
Michael 

                

  
Melissa 

                

  
Brianna 

                

  
Will 
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We need to go beyond deficit-thinking when planning for our students.  Yes, they have needs that we should respond to, but they also always have strengths and assets we can build from.  Candidates will practice inventorying their knowledge of their students as they plan.  We hope this helps them build a habit they carry out into their future work with students.



Identify, Match, 
Name, Recall, 
Recognize, Select 

Apply, carry out, construct, 
demonstrate, operate, 
produce, use 

Compile, Create, Develop, 
 Generalize,  
Integrate, Propose 

Comprehend, Condense, 
Describe, Discuss,  

Distinguish, Interpret 

Contrast, Compare, Differentiate, 
Examine, Identify, Analyze,  

Illustrate, Relate 

Appraise, Assess, 
Defend,  Evaluate,  

Justify, Support 

Features of effective instruction 

Engaging students in developing  
content understanding 
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Evaluation 

Synthesis 

Analysis 

Application 

Comprehension 

Knowledge 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Efffective instruction features objectives to achieve content understanding.  We want to reach into higher order thinking in the content area.For example, in Secondary English Language Arts our purpose is to build students’ abilities to comprehend, construct meaning from, and interpret complex textOr in Secondary MathematicsWe build students’ conceptual understanding, procedural fluency, AND mathematical reasoning and/or problem solving skillsThe way I put it to candidates is “It’s all about the verb.  Get GOOD VERBS in your learning objectives.”  And this corresponds well with the learning targets in Common Core standards.



Features of effective instruction 

Assessing student  
learning toward  
actionable ends  
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Students’ use of  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

using results to plan 
further instruction 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Another feature of effective instruction is assessments that lead to actionable insights about learners’ progress.  As I said, I have transformed my own ways of commenting on student work so instead of summary judgments (looks good), I actually point out what aspect of their work makes it good.  We want candidates who can demonstrate that same practice to support student learning.



Features of effective instruction 

Intentional teaching grounded in having a positive 
impact on student learning 

39 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In sum, effective instruction involves intentional teaching with a view of student learning.  These are the values we emphasize with our candidates and this is the practice needed to pass edTPA.



edTPA 

For more information 
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http://edtpa.com/ 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Much information is readily available from edTPA.com  Or you can consult with the intern’s supervisor or any campus edTPA Coordinator.



http://www.edtpa.com/Content/Docs/GuidelinesForSupportin
gCandidates.pdf 
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One document you will find very helpful is the Guidelines for Acceptable Support.  This will help you determine appropriate formative feedback on your candidate’s practice.

http://www.edtpa.com/Content/Docs/GuidelinesForSupportingCandidates.pdf
http://www.edtpa.com/Content/Docs/GuidelinesForSupportingCandidates.pdf


Amee Adkins, Ph.D. 
 
CONTACT 
 
309.438.5189 
adakin@ilstu.edu 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
And you can always contact me.  I could talk about edTPA all day long.I hope you have learned something about the initiative and the work it will mean for the candidates you will host.  I thank you for being a cooperating teacher.  I wish you the best in the coming academic year.
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